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Foreword

Archaeological heritage helps to define the age and origins of a culture, the history and traditions of a nation, a
country or a certain ethno-cultural space in relation to other states or cultural spaces. Today, the archaeological
goods are treated as an asset of all humanity, which needs to be treated accordingly. The preservation of
archaeological sites is strongly linked to the study, safeguarding and evaluation of unearthed archaeological
deposits. At the same time, this field is faced with the need to salvage or restore sites. As cultural heritage,
archaeological goods, are very attractive for collectors, and become subjects of illicit activities, such as illegal
excavations and trade. Hence, for preserving archaeological heritage we need an efficient management with frame
of activities focused on preserving, research, conservation and restoration of the cultural resources for future
generations.
European and international conventions play an important role in the process of archaeological heritage
preservation, but one of the most important acts is the revised European Convention on the Protection of the
Archaeological Heritage. Two decades after the Valletta Convention (Malta, 1992) it was time to do a large
evaluation of its implementation. All countries have a rich past, but they have different systems of the cultural
heritage preservation, from the regional autonomy to the federal control.
In the context of the changes occurring during the last decades, archaeological heritage is exposed to enormous
risks. Damage of archaeological heritage has a lasting impact and the destruction of sites is an irreplaceable loss.
Illegal removal of archaeological pieces from their cultural and chronological contexts causes damages to their
value and cultural layers. One of the causes of the spread of illegal archaeology is the lack of a coherent legal
framework and a strict control of state institutions. However, the diversity and the difficulty of archaeological
heritage protection issues are much higher. Therefore, to protect the archaeological heritage we need effective
management, which would come with a set of proposals for rescue, research, preserve and restore these cultural
resources.
Under the aegis of the Iași Institute of Archaeology of the Romanian Academy — Iași branch, the project entitled
Current trends in the archaeological heritage preservation: the national and the international perspectives was launched
in 2011 with the financial support of the Romanian National Council of Scientific Research (CNCS), with the intent
purpose of analysing the archaeological-heritage preservation policies of Romania and their interplay with the
European and international counterparts.
Several activities have been carried out as part of the project activities, including the development of a website
(www.archaeoheritage.ro) that, besides outlining the project’s goals and objectives, serves as a platform for
monitoring the Romanian mass-media reflecting the topics and cases of the archaeological heritage. The first
component concerns the political deliberations carried out by the Romanian Parliament, the transcripts of which
were selected and published on the website. The second area concerns the online Romanian mass-media outlets
(categorised according to the territorial-administrative structure of the country) that address topics related to the
project. Brought together as such, the collected information facilitates the execution of a frame analysis, modestly
developed in Romania. For comparing the Romanian archaeological heritage policies with those of other countries,
we decided to select and post on the website similar information from the Republic of Moldova. Furthermore, the
web page includes a database of laws governing the protection of archaeological heritage in Romania, conventions,
recommendations, resolutions and other European and international acts. The ‘Library’ section of the website lists
recent publications in the field, a bibliography, and a list of online resources. This component is developed
throughout the project and provides access to all those interested in the project.
Another achievement of the project is the organisation of the international conference Current trends in
th
archaeological heritage preservation: National and International Perspectives, which took place in Iași between the 6
th
and the 10 of November 2013. The event was organized by the Iași Institute of Archaeology in partnership with
the European Association of Archaeologists, the ”Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iași, the ”Moldova” National
Museum Complex from Iași, and the National Museum of Romanian History from Bucharest. The conference was
attended by over 50 experts in the protection and management of archaeological heritage from Germany,
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Netherlands, Australia, USA, UK, Czech Republic, India, Azerbaijan, Portugal, Russia, Poland, Spain, Brazil, Romania
and Moldova.
The conference’s goal was to share the experience and to discuss actual situation on the field of archaeological
heritage preservation in various countries. The notifications of the conference were focused in a plenary session,
four workshops, an evaluation session, and a study visits to five heritage sites from Iași and Neamț counties.
This volume gathers most of the papers presented at the conference, and its publication is meant to disseminate
to an audience as wide as possible the latest work of those working in the field and to promote the latest trends in
the protection and management of the archaeological heritage.
The conference was opened by Academician Bogdan C. Simionescu, President of the Iași branch of the Romanian
Academy, Dr Alexander Rubel, Director of the Iași Institute of Archaeology, and Dr Lucrețiu Bîrliba, the Dean of the
Faculty of History from the ”Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iași. During the plenary session, were presented
four communications. Willem JH Willems informed about the latest developments of archaeological resource
management. Claire Smith talked about the symbolic employment of heritage in wars. Douglas C. Comer made a
comparative analysis of tourism and economic development of the cultural sites of local and global perspectives.
Based on a European survey, Adrian Oliver made a presentation on the changes and future opportunities of the
Valetta Convention.
In the first workshop, “Legal framework and management of the archaeological heritage”, were presented six
communications on normative systems, management of archaeological heritage, and experiences of Azerbaijan,
Czech Republic, Italy, Moldova, and Romania.
Today, access to information is a current topic of concern for all states, and access to archaeological heritage
information makes no exception. In the second workshop, entitled “Access to the information and public
archaeology”, were presented seven communications focused particularly on public archaeology and access to
information in the United Kingdom, Portugal, Russia, Azerbaijan, Poland, and Romania.
Capitalisation of the archaeological heritage is nowadays is a current topic in public discussions. Therefore, the
relationship between cultural sites, protection activities and economical valorisation were the most requested
topics of the conference. As such, the twelve papers presented in the third workshop entitled “Cultural tourism and
archaeological heritage preservation” provoked heated discussions. In this context, the participants of the
conference had the opportunity to discuss case studies from Spain, Russia, Poland, Chile, and Romania.
Another current topic is related to the illicit traffic of antiquities, a phenomenon severely affecting not only
Romania, but other European countries as well. The fourth workshop in the conference agenda, “Use and abuse
the legislation: looting and trading antiquities”, tackled this topic in four case studies from the United Kingdom,
Brazil, Russia, and Moldova.
We emphasize that this conference was attended by representatives of the most important international
organizations in the field of the protection of cultural heritage, such as Willem JH Willems and Douglas C. Comer,
Vice-Presidents of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), Claire Smith, President of the
World Archaeological Congress (WAC), Friedrich Lüth, President of the European Association of Archaeologists
(EAA), Adrian Oliver, former President of the European Archaeological Council (EAC), alongside archaeologists from
the German Institute of Archaeology (DAI), etc. This allowed us to have a real exchange of experiences and
discussion of current trends in the protection of archaeological heritage. The participants mentioned both in
presentations and discussions about the importance of the conference and the need of a multidisciplinary
approach to cultural heritage and protection measures. All participants expressed an interest to our conference
and proposed to continue this experience in future.
We thank CNCS–UEFISCDI, and the partners (the European Association of Archaeologists, the “Moldova” National
Museum Complex, the “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iași, and the National Museum of Romanian History),
who made the organisation of the conference possible. Acknowledgements are entitled to all those who
contributed to the implementation of the project Current trends in the protection of the archaeological heritage:
national and international perspectives and the publication of this volume.

Dr Sergiu Musteață
Project director
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